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CLAIMS AS AMENDED IN RESPONSE TO FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



1. (Original) An interface between two or more devices having a data store, each device in 
communication with one or more of the other devices, said interface comprising a datastream 
including at least one metavariable, said metavariable indicative of at least two or more 
parameters of a device, and said datastream occurring between the data store of one transmitting 
device to the data store of one or more receiving devices. 

2. (Original) The interface of claim 1, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the 
configuration and settings of the transmitting device. 

3. (Original) The interface of claim 1, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the 
configuration and settings of the receiving device. 

4. (Original) The interface of claim 1, wherein said metavariable is a command 

altering two or more settings of the receiving device upon receipt of said metavariable by the 
receiving device. 

5. (Original) The interface of claim 1, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or 
more application settings of the transmitting device. 

6. (Original) The interface of claim 1, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or 
more application settings of the receiving device. 

7. (Original) The interface of claim 1, wherein said interface is between one or more computers 
and one or more printers, each computer and each printer having a data store. 

8. (Original) The interface of claim 7, wherein said metavariable is a command to the printer 
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changing two or more settings of the printer. 

9. (Original) The interface of claim 7, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the 
printer settings transmitted by the printer to one or more receiving host computers. 

10. (Original) A metavariable for use in an interface between two or more devices, each device 
communicating descriptive information, said metavariable indicative of at least two or more 
parameters of a device. 

11. (Original) The metavariable of claim 10, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the 
configuration and settings of a device. 

12. (Original) The metavariable of claim 10, wherein said metavariable is a command altering 
two or more settings of a device upon receipt of said metavariable by the device. 

13. (Original) The metavariable of claim 1 1, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or 
more application settings of a device. 

14. (Original) The metavariable of claim 13, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or 
more settings of a printer. 

15. (Original) The metavariable of claim 13, wherein said metavariable is a command to a printer 
changing two or more settings of the printer. 

16. (Original) A method of communication between two or more devices having a data store and a 
processor, each device in a communication interface with one or more of the other devices, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating a metavariable in a transmitting device, the metavariable indicative of at least 
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two or more parameters of a device; 

transmitting the metavariable to one or more other receiving devices through the 
communication interface; 

receiving the metavariable at a receiving device; and 

processing the metavariable in the receiving device for evaluation of action required in 
response to receipt of the metavariable. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the steps of processing a metavariable in a 
transmitting device and transmitting the metavariable are processing the metavariable in a printer 
and transmitting the metavariable from a printer. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the steps of receiving the metavariable at a 
receiving device and processing the metavariable are receiving and processing the metavariable 
at a host computer. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the steps of processing a metavariable in. a 
transmitting device and transmitting the metavariable are processing a metavariable in a host 
computer and transmitting the metavariable from the host computer. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the steps of receiving the metavariable at a 
receiving device and processing the metavariable are receiving and processing the metavariable 
at a printer. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the step of transmitting the metavariable to one 
or more other devices is transmitting a metavariable that is a command to alter two or more 
parameters of the receiving device. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the step of transmitting the metavariable to one 
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or more other devices is transmitting a metavariable that is data indicative of the configuration 
and settings of the transmitting device. 

23. (Original) A system for providing a communication interface between a plurality of devices, said 
system comprising: 

a transmitting device having a first data store, said transmitting device having two or 
more parameters associated therewith; 

at least one receiving device having a second data store, said receiving device having two or 
more parameters associated therewith; and 

wherein said transmitting device transmits a data stream from said first data store to said 
second data store of said receiving device, said data stream including at least one metavariable, 
said metavariable indicative of the two or more parameters of either said transmitting device or 
said receiving device. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or more 
configurations and settings of the transmitting device. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or more 
configurations and settings of the receiving device. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein said metavariable is a command altering two or 
more settings of the receiving device upon receipt of said metavariable by the receiving device. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or more 
application settings of the transmitting device. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of two or more 
application settings of the receiving device. 
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29. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein one of said transmitting device and said 
receiving device is a host computer, and the other of said transmitting device and said receiving 
device is a printer. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein said metavariable is a command from a 
transmitting host computer to a receiving printer, said metavariable changing two or more 
settings of the printer. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the printer 
settings, said metavariable transmitted by a transmitting printer to one or more receiving host 
computers. 

32. (Original) A metavariable for use in an interface between two or more devices, each device 
communicating descriptive information, said metavariable indicative of at least one or more 
native variables of a device. 

33. (Original) The metavariable of claim 32, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the 
configuration and settings of a device. 

34. (Original) The metavariable of claim 32, wherein said metavariable is a command altering 
one or more settings of a device upon receipt of said metavariable by the device. 

35. (Original) The metavariable of claim 32, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of one or 
more application settings of a device. 

36. (Original) The metavariable of claim 32, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of one or 
more settings of a printer. 
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37. (Original) The metavariable of claim 32, wherein said metavariable is a command to a printer 
changing one or more settings of the printer. 

38. (Original) An interface between two or more processes occurring upon a device having at 
least one data store, each process in communication with one or more of the other processes, 
through, directly or indirectly, the data store(s) of the device, said interface comprising a 
datastream including at least one metavariable, said metavariable indicative of at least one or 
more parameters of the device, and said datastream occurring between one transmitting process 
and one or more receiving processes. 

39. (Original) The interface of claim 38, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of the 
configuration and settings of the device. 

40. (Original) The interface of claim 38, wherein said metavariable is data indicative of one or 
more application settings of the device. 

41. (Original) The interface of claim 38, wherein said metavariable is a command altering one or 
more settings of the device upon receipt of said metavariable by the receiving process. 

42. (New) The interface of claim 1, wherein the metavariable is treated as a single, simple 
variable containing data cumulative of variables for each parameter. 

43. (New) The metavariable of claim 10, wherein the metavariable is treated as a single, 
simple variable containing data cumulative of variables for each parameter. 

44. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein the metavariable is treated as a single, simple 
variable containing data cumulative of variables for each parameter. 
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45. (New) The system of claim 23, wherein the metavariable is treated as a single, simple 
variable containing data cumulative of variables for each parameter. 

46. (New) The metavariable of claim 32, wherein the metavariable is treated as a single, 
simple variable containing data cumulative of variables for each parameter. 

47. (New) The interface of claim 38, wherein the metavariable is treated as a single, simple 
variable containing data cumulative of variables for each parameter. 
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